
From:
To: Rail Central
Subject: Re: RAIL CENTRAL SRFI (TR050004)
Date: 26 March 2019 22:10:10

Dear Sir

Further to your below email, I would comment on the proposed delay as follows:

1    There are currently two proposals for SRFIs on adjoining land, the second is currently
undergoing Examination. If the delay to the Rail Central examination is permitted as
requested, a meaningful assessment of the cumulative effects of Northampton Gateway
plus Rail Central will be impossible. The Northampton Gateway examination will be
seriously flawed as a result.

2    Throughout the process to date, Rail Central’s performance on document availability
and consultation has been subject to long delays. In fact the final documents submitted
were significantly different to the draft versions on which local consultations were
based. In view of this, I believe that Rail Central should be required to consult again with
all local stakeholders if they intend making any changes to their existing application. This
includes statutory bodies/local government and local communities.

3    Rail Central’s request for a delay is based on their admission that their original plans
will not deliver the required results in terms of traffic.  Revised traffic plans are likely to be
considerably different to those originally submitted which will result in significant impact
on their EIA.  These traffic plans should be subject to an independent review. I would
suggest that, due to the significant changes, Rail Central should be required to begin the
application process again submitting an accurate application with only minor amendments
being permitted following that application. 

4    I would also suggest that given the incredibly slow progress of Rail Central’s
application, if there are further major delays or significant errors in submissions the
Planning Inspectorate should consider that the organisation and management of this
proposal and its application through the National Networks planning process is
fundamentally unsatisfactory and the application should be rejected on that basis.

 
5    Further delays in the application process, can only have a more detrimental effect on
the local communities.  We are already seeing villagers moving away to avoid the
anticipated impact of these SRFIs, property prices will decrease, air quality will decline
due to excessive traffic, historic buildings (currently admired by visitors) will be ruined by
the pollution,  wildlife will disappear and a once quiet village with a vibrant community
will be lost.

Kind regards.
 

Lesley Goodship

On 18 Mar 2019, at 11:46, Rail Central <RailCentral@planninginspectorate.gov.uk>
wrote:

Dear Sir/Madam
 
RAIL CENTRAL SRFI (TR050004)
 
Your reference: 20017986
 
The applicant has proposed to delay the Preliminary Meeting for

mailto:RailCentral@planninginspectorate.gov.uk


this application. Please find below a link to a letter from the
Examining Authority, requesting comments on the proposed delay
by 1 April 2019.
 
The letter can be found on the document tab on the Rail Central
project page:
 
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/east-
midlands/rail-central-strategic-rail-freight-interchange/?
ipcsection=docs
 
If this link does not open automatically, please cut and paste it
into your browser.
 
Yours faithfully
 
Rail Central Team
National Infrastructure Planning
Temple Quay House
2 The Square
Bristol
BS1 6PN
 
Email: RailCentral@planninginspectorate.gov.uk
Helpline: 0303 444 5000
 
Web: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk (National
Infrastructure Planning)
Web: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/planning-
inspectorate (Casework and appeals)
Twitter: @PINSgov

This communication does not constitute legal advice.
Please view our Privacy Notice before sending information to the
Planning Inspectorate.
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